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2. Ctetigg and cxphnations; 

Documents cited in the International Search Report: 
Dl: US 4174628 
D2: nS 3722268 
D3: GB 1241776 
D4: US 3810081 

The cited documents represent the general state of the art. 

The invention defined in claiiDs 1- 20 is not disclosed by 
any of these documents. 

The cited prior art does not give any indication that would 
lead a person skilled in the art to the claimed method of 
monitoring and/or controlling a load on a slender, tensioned 
elongated element extending from a subsea wellhead element 
to a surface vessel where the bending moment and/or 
declination of the tensioned elongated element is estimated 
from measurements of the structural behaviour of the 
wellhead element or to the claimed device for monitoring 
and/or controlling a load on a slender, tensioned elongated 
element extending from a subsea wellhead element to a 
surface vessel having means for estimating the bending 
moment and/or declination of the tensioned elongated element 
upon measurements from means measuring the structural 
behaviour of the wellhead element. Therefore, the claimed 
invention is not obvious to a person skilled in the art. 

Accordingly, the invention defined in claims 1- 20 is novel 
and is considered to involve an inventive step. The 
Invention is industrially applicable. 
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